OPEN ACCESS

MOH, Ministry of Health, Muscat, Oman
*Email: salah.awaidy@gmail.com

Disclaimer

JEMTAC hosts the scientific
abstracts accepted and presented
at the ICEP-Q 2016 conference.
Abstracts selected for publication
were not subject to peer review by
JEMTAC. Any opinion, finding and
conclusion for recommendation
expressed in this material is that of
the author(s) and JEMTAC does not
accept any liability in this regard.

http://dx.doi.org/
10.5339/jemtac.2016.icepq.62

© 2016 Al Awaidy, licensee HBKU
Press. This is an open access article
distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution
license CC BY 4.0, which permits
unrestricted use, distribution and
reproduction in any medium,
provided the original work is
properly cited.

(9 QSCIENCE.com

An Initiative of Qatar Joundation

JEMTAC

Journal of Emergency Medicine
Trauma & Acute Care

A PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL

A

200

Hamad

Progress towards measles, rubella
and congenital rubella syndrome
elimination: Oman experience
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ABSTRACT

Oman has committed to the goal of eliminating measles, rubella and congenital rubella syndrome
(CRS) by 2015 year. Elimination is defined as the absence of endemic measles and rubella transmission
in a defined geographical area for =12 months in the presence of a well-performing surveillance
system and for rubella without the occurrence of CRS cases associated with endemic transmission in
the presence of high-quality surveillance system. Strategies to reach this goal included: a) achieving
and maintenance high rates of vaccination coverage; b) syndromic surveillance programs to monitor
fever and rash illness syndromes for effective detection of cases; ¢) and high-quality surveillance
system, and sensitive for CRS. Measles and rubella was a leading cause of infant and child morbidity
and mortality in Oman before the introduction of measles vaccine by 1975 and thereafter until 1994.
With the introduction of a second dose of measles and first rubella vaccines in 1994, coverage for first
and second doses of measles and rubella vaccines increased more than 95% in 1996 and has been
sustained thereafter. A national measles and rubella immunization catch-up campaign targeting
children ages 15 months to 18 years was conducted in 1994 that achieved 94% coverage. As a result,
the incidence of measles and rubella have declined markedly in recent years, to = 1 case per million
persons in 2012 and to zero cases for measles and rubella in 2013. Similarly, no case of CRS has been
notified since 2007. Oman has made signicant progress toward measles and rubella elimination and
has met the regional elimination goals. However, new challenges faced by Oman, for instance with
increased globalization, has led to issues such as outbreaks from imported cases. Additional
challenges still remain with regard to increasing identication and immunization of unvaccinated
non-Omani workers and their families.
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